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WENDY’S WORLD
Wendy Carnegie, 

February is here and Groundhog Day is just 
around the corner.  With the winter we’ve had 
so far, maybe the groundhog won’t see his 
shadow and we will  have an early spring. 
That would be really nice.

I went back to the holiday website to see what was special  about 
February.  I was surprised to see that besides Valentine’s Day and 
Groundhog Day there are many more celebrations.  There is Paul 
Bunyan Day, Super Bowl Sunday history, President’s Day, and this year, 
Leap Year. This year Lent starts in February. It’s also Library Lovers 
Month, American Heart Month, Grapefruit Month, National Cherry Month, 
National Black History Month, and National Weddings Month among 
others.  There are also   Weekly February Observances:  Women’s Heart 
Week (1-7), Dump Your Significant Jerk Week (5-11), International 
Friendship Week (6-10), National Condom Week (14-21) International 
Flirting Week (13-19), and National Pancake week among others. Don’t 
forget daily observances. There’s National Girls and Women in Sports 
Day (1), Working Naked Day (1)The Day the Music  Died Day (3),  Ice 
Cream for Breakfast Day (4), Super Bowl  XLVI (5), Satisfied Staying 
Single Day (11), Darwin Day (12), League of Women Voters Day (14), 
Mardi  Gras and Paczki Day (21), and Bachelor’s Day (29) to name a few.  
It’s a busier month than I knew!

I received an email from Howard Prince at AML that CultureQuest XXIII 
will  take place on Sunday, April  29, 2012. For our newer members, 
CultureQuest is a trivia buff competition.  It is timed (90 minutes) and 
taken at the same time across the nation. We usually have 2 teams (5 
members on each team), but can have more if there is enough interest.  
You trivia buffs save the day and encourage others to join in.

Has anyone checked out MENSA’s Weekly Brainwave?  I am on the way 
to being hooked on it.  The topics are interesting and varied.  Check it out 
if you haven’t already.

American Mensa, Ltd. is currently having a Prior Evidence Promotion in 
January and February.  If you know of anyone who may be qualified and 
have prior test scores, let them know about this promotion.  For every 
application received by February 29, 2012, with our group code, Mid-
Michigan Mensa will receive $1.  The application fee is $40, but if they 
use the promotion code WPE 488 (Our group code) they will  receive $10 
off.
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Frankly Speaking
by Frank Dolinar, LocSec

February!  Are you tired of winter yet?  

The snow has been sparse, but the cold temperatures and the wind chill 
have been… bracing.

Chill weather and the sluggish economy have primed my attitude for this 
year’s political circus.

More to the point, however, is an ongoing problem the chapter is having 
with its money supply.  Over the last few years, the money available to 
the chapter has been slowly dwindling.  The situation is not dire, but the 
trend is obvious, long-term, and requires progressive belt-tightening.

We’d like to reverse this trend by doing some fundraising, without asking 
the membership to open its collective wallet.  We’re currently considering 
things like a poker night or staffing a concession stand at LugNuts 
games.  Other suggestions would be welcome.

As I mentioned last month, we need a cadre of about 15 volunteers who 
can commit to helping us with fundraising efforts.  Volunteers need to be 
available, reliable, willing to sign up for the activity, and to actually show 
up at the agreed upon time.  (These steps are a bit like those described 
by Robert Heinlein’s in his discussion of how to become a published 
author, with each step being more difficult to achieve than its 
predecessor.)

I realize that everyone’s schedule is full and constantly varying.  
However, if you’re interested, or even willing to learn more about what’s 
needed, please get in touch with the steering committee or come to one 
of our Friday TGIF dinners to discuss it.

In the current economy, we – as a volunteer 
organization – need all the help we can get.

It’s your Mensa.
Be part of it.

© 2012 Mid-Michigan Mensa
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reMARK, February 2012
Betsy Yvonne Mark, RVC3

Well, that’s an experience I hope I do not ever have to repeat! I wrote last 
month that I had attended the American Mensa Committee (AMC) 
meeting in Las Vegas the first weekend in December. That column was 
written a month earlier and that, most certainly, was my intention. 
However, at the last minute I had to cancel my trip. Not willing to leave 
Region 3 without a vote, I arranged to attend the meeting via a phone 
connection. I tried using the speakerphone, but was not able to hear very 
well, so nine hours of holding the phone to my ears except for two 15-
minute breaks and an hour lunch break made for two very sore ears and 
one very tired RVC!

This was definitely not the way to be at a meeting! When it came time to 
vote, I raised my hand, but couldn’t be seen. Then it was, “Betsy, how do 
you vote?” Had to “un-mute” to vote or to voice my opinion. There were 
presentations that I could hear, but not see. There were facial 
expressions that couldn’t be seen. I know I missed out on the 
discussions held during lunch and the breaks. Other than the placement 
of my name placard next to the phone microphone, a cute picture of 
which was sent to me, the experience was just plain awful. Skyping 
might have made it a bit better, but not enough to ever get me to say that 
board meetings can be effectively conducted via conference call instead 
of in person.

In December I wrote to LocSecs asking for nominations to represent 
Region 3 on the National Nominating Committee. Self-nominations are 
welcome until  February 24. I need your name, local group and your 
Mensa biography. I will prepare a ballot to be distributed to Region 3 
LocSecs on February 25. The 3 top vote getters will be presented for 
approval by the AMC at the March meeting. Remember that anyone 
serving on the NomComm or anyone living at that same address cannot 
run for a national office. The NomComm will decide its role (the primary 
role will be to find members to run for office – Chair, 1st Vice Chair, 2nd 
Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and Regional Vice Chairs – but it may 
empower itself to pass judgment on those who seek NomComm 
endorsement) when it meets at the 2012 AG in Reno. NomComm 
members do NOT need to attend the AG. Looking forward to hearing 
from you soon!

Register now for Dayton Area Mensa’s 25th RG, March 30 through April 
1,  with Karen Lehman, Registrar.  Check the following url for more info: 
http://www.dayton.us.mensa.org/index_files/RG.htm

Continued on Page 4
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reMARK--Continued
Register now for SEMMantics XXXIII RG, May 4 – 6, 2012.  (See ad on 
page 5 for further information.

I am looking forward to seeing you soon.

LLAP and Peace,

Betsy
Betsy Yvonne Mark
rvc3@us.mensa.org
3674 Oak Drive - Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-434-5757 (Home) or 313-530-2055 (Mobile)
Region 3 Website - http://www.region3.us.mensa.org/
Yahoo group - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AMR3/
Facebook group - http://www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=71515809887

Logic Puzzle
Bob Henderson

You are traveling through Alternia, a country divided into East and West 
halves.  Natives always tell  the truth in their own half of the country, but 
they always lie when visiting the other half.  What simple question can 
you ask any native to find out which half of the country you both are in?  
Is there another simple question you can ask a second native nearby 
such that his answer reveals whether the first native is telling the truth?  
You don't even need the first answer in order to solve the second puzzle!

Answers on Page 12
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**NOTE**
To make reservations at the hotel online, enter the group code SEM for 

SEMM rates.
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I would like to volunteer for: 
  ____hospitality _____speaker helper _____registration _____contacting people before the RG _____other 

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN MENSA  
REGIONAL GATHERING 

 
 

 
 
 

May 4, 2012  May 6, 2012 
 

Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites 
37529 Grand River Avenue 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335 

 

Call (248) 477-7800 for reservations 
To register online: 

http://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=hi&localeCode=en® 
ionCode=1&hotelCode=DTTMI&_PMID=99801505&GPC=SEM 

 

constructing crosswords by James Tuttle & Peter Collins, and MensaSelect 
 

 
$65  through 1/31/2012 
$75  through 4/15/2012 
$45  Friday Only 
$50  Saturday Only 
$85  Weekend at the Door 
Children under 5  free 
Children 5 - under 18  ½ price 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Name             
 
Name for ID Badge          
 
Local Group           
 
Address            
 
City        State_______ Zip   
 
Phone     E-Mail       

Write  your  check  payable  to  SEMMantics, 
including  the  information  below.    Mail  to:  

Larry Arbanas 
24565 Glen Orchard Drive 
Farmington Hills, MI 48336 

323-­642-­7226  
larry@arbanas.org 

PayPal (semmantics@sbcglobal.net) 



Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
Wendy Carnegie, Scribe

January 13, 2012

Present:  Frank Dolinar, Wendy Carnegie, Elizabeth Evangelista, and 
Eileen Hatt.

The meeting was called to order by LocSec, Frank Dolinar.

The minutes of the December 9, 2011, meeting were reviewed. Elizabeth 
moved the minutes be accepted as printed and Wendy seconded the 
motion.

Frank reported that he had received a warning from AML about a 
potential  scam against Mensa members.  Wendy reported she also 
received an email about the scam.  See article on page 10 for further 
information. Frank also reported that he really enjoyed the new Mensa 
offering: Weekly Brainwave.  Wendy said she did too and had mentioned 
it in her Head-line column in the January issue.

Frank reported that he had received the Treasurer’s Fourth Quarter 2011 
and the 2011 Summary Report from Treasurer, Roy Saper.  Elizabeth 
said she has noticed a consistent downhill trend in the balance. She 
questioned what we could do to raise money.  Wendy presented a 
pamphlet she picked up from Kwik Car Wash on community fundraising.  
It is a way for nonprofit organizations to raise money.  We would sell 
Kwik Car Wash certificates (within a one month period) for $11. Wendy 
will  go to Kwik Car Wash and talk with those in charge to get questions 
answered and will report back at the next meeting. Elizabeth brought up 
the circus as a project, but was informed that the Masons closed down 
the Caravan circus project due to money loss and poor chance it would 
be able to increase profits as the Shrine Circus was coming again in 
January, affecting attendance at the Caravan Circus which is usually in 
March.

Wendy reported that she is working on having the Head-Line uploaded to 
the AML web site for all  Mensans to view. She is also working on 
emailing the Head-LIne to those members who have email.  She will 
contact those members about this.  It will  take a couple months to get 
this accomplished.

Elizabeth reported that she has several  speakers lined up and is looking 
for more.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.
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Mid-Michigan Mensa Membership
Deborah Frank

February  2012

144 Members

MENSAversaries
Congratulations  

 38 Years  Patrick Wolf  32 Years  Joan Forgrave
 12 Years  Robert Lake  11 Years  Douglas McCall
   4 Years  Daniel Thompson   3 Years  William Morrison
   3 Years  Michelle Packard   2 Years  Steven Spitzley
   2 Years  Danielle Miles    1 Year   Carol Leventen Duane
   1 Year    Sarah Erwin    1  Year    Jim Robison

MENSA Birthdays
Happy Birthday

   1  Gregory Guro    2  Anne Missavage
   4  Danielle Merckling    5  Dean Dyer
   8  John Lorenz     9  Karen Laurel
 15  Patricia Thuemmel   19  Robert Lake
 19  David Urhmann  21  David Macak

Reinstating Member
Welcome Back--We missed you

Timothy Opdyke from Lansing
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Food For Thought
By Barb Ford

It’s interesting how we gravitate to things we remember as children.  
Sometimes things we hear, feel, smell, see or taste transport us back to 
more tender times.  When I hear the song Amazing Grace, I think of my 
grandmother, and how she loved this old song.  As thunderstorms 
approach on a hot summer afternoon, I long to stand in the yard and feel 
the cool refreshing air that precedes them.  Then I wait to hear my 
mother’s frantic call  to come inside:  she was scared to death of violent 
storms.  Afterwards, when I smell  the ozone produced by that 
thunderstorm, I get the urge to splash in clean puddles on the concrete 
driveway; to release the pent up energy generated by being cooped up 
inside during the bad weather.  When I look into a flame, I am inevitably 
drawn into it, and remember the bonfires on the beach we had when 
building my childhood home on the lake in Michigan.  If I get that rare 
opportunity to taste really good lemon meringue pie, I am transported 
back into my mother’s kitchen.  She made it the best!  Walking into 
someone’s home and smelling a roast cooking always makes me think of 
home, and the love Mom put into preparing wonderful meals for us.

Sometimes not so tender times are recalled by the senses.  I remember 
the first time I tasted a Harvey Wallbanger (with Galliano) in the ‘70s, I 
was slapped back into a five-year-old’s memory of awful  tasting cough 
medicine given to me when I got sick while on vacation in Traverse City. 
YUK!  I can still remember that fat creepy doctor who gagged me with a 
tongue depressor to see my throat.  Sometimes when I smell roses and it 
is really hot outside, I think of the funerals of my Grandparents.  Really, 
the odor almost makes me feel faint with grief.  You can imagine that 
roses are not my favorite flowers!

For the most part, my sensory generated memories are more good than 
bad.  As I get older, I pay closer attention to them as they happen, and if I 
am able, I close my eyes and enjoy the memory.  If you ever see me with 
my eyes closed, and a little smile on my face; leave me alone.  If I am 
drooling and a slight snore is emanating from my lips; wake me up. 

        

Don’t forget to renew your 
membership by March 31, 2012
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TC’s Puzzles
TC Shaw

 #201
 This most famous line-- Jeopardy says 
 Holds a record still unbroken
 Most repeated from the sliver screen
 Now by whom were these words spoken

 #202
 You want me in your skivvies
 You say without a frown
 You know that I will listen ‘cause
 You could really knock ‘em down

 #203
 Young girls there were tearful
 They said I made them cry
 The sad words that I said I wrote
 I knew was just a lie

 #204
 Absorbed or just plain silly
 Describes who you can bet
 Is the wife of one as noble
 As a knight or baronet

 #205
 He had made a big impression
 When Broadway called his name
 Then he encountered aces
 That stopped his rise to fame
 The giant ball on New Year’s Eve
 Was akin to his disaster
 They both descended to the Earth
 But he was going faster

Answers on Page 12
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Potential Scam Targeting Mensa 
Members

Howard Prince, American Mensa

American Mensa has just been alerted to a potential scam, trying to 
collect personal information and/or funds from its members. The scam 
references the fictitious organization "Mensa World Affairs" and claims to 
be trying to complete a bank transfer or direct deposit on the member's 
behalf. At this early stage, calls are known to be using a 714 area code 
and may reference a phony Web site (http://www.usamensa.org) that 
includes familiar content, photos and faces culled from our own sites. If 
you receive any calls or emails from this "organization," DO NOT give 
them any information and DO NOT enter your AML password on this site.
 
Please note that anyone officially contacting you from American Mensa 
will  be able to confirm your membership number and other personal 
information. Further, please note that legitimate national and international 
Mensa Web sites include the following:
 
http://www.mensa.org
 
http://www.us.mensa.org
http://www.ag.us.mensa.org
http://www.mindgames.us.mensa.org
http://www.colloquium.us.mensa.org
http://www.community.us.mensa.org
 
http://www.mensafoundation.org
http://www.mensaforkids.org
 
A list of other Mensa Web sites can be found linked at http://
www.us.mensa.org/mensaontheweb
 
If you have any concerns about whether a caller or an email represents 
American Mensa, please feel free to contact us directly at 888/294-8035 
or via email to operations@americanmensa.org.
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Mid-Michigan Mensa Treasurer's Report
Quarter Ending December 31, 2011

Roy Saper, Treasurer
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BEGINNING BALANCE $3,805.98

INCOME

   National Subsidy  SON 402.19

   Interest 0.19

EXPENDITURES 437.31

Head-Line

   Postage OND 112.42

   Printing  OND 299.98

Speaker Dinners
9-2011 & 11-2011

24.91

ACCOUNT BALANCES*

Checking 1,416.48

Money Market 2,267.29

Post Office 87.28

ENDING BALANCE $3,771.05



Answers to TC’s Puzzles
 #201 Humphrey Bogart  ('Casablanca'..Here's lookin' at you...)
 #202 Michael Jordan
 #203 Barry Manilow  (I write the songs)
 #204 Lady Gaga
 #205 King Kong

Carol Weaver and Digital Photography
Carol  is a multi-faceted speaker who has three loves:  Photography, 
Video and Web Design.  On February 17, she will talk to us about 
"Introduction to Digital Age of Photography."   She will help us learn how  
to use digital technology to make the most of our own photography.  See 
you at the Grand Traverse Pie Co., on the 17th for dinner and Carol's 
talk!

Answer to Logic Puzzle
Answers:  Ask the first native if he is an Easterner.  If he answers "Yes", 
you are both in the East, since he is either an Easterner telling the truth 
or a Westerner who is lying.  If he says "No", you are both in the West.

Ask the second native if the first native is from the same half of the 
country as he is.  If he answers "Yes", they could both be locals telling 
the truth, or the second native could be a visitor who is lying.  In either 
case the first native is a local denizen who tells the truth. The opposite is 
true if the second native answers "No".
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Mid-Michigan Mensa
Summary of Receipts, Expenditures, and Asset Balance

Calendar Year 2011
Roy Saper, Treasurer

Continued on Page 14
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RECEIPTS

National Subsidy Receipts Total $1,519.66

  $0,82 per Member Per Month 1,453.9

  $1.00 per New or Reinstated 
Member

13.00

  $0.65 for Newsletters Mailed to 
Others

7.80

  $15 per 3 Tests Administered 45.00

Interest on Bank Accounts 1.07

Fund Raiser Contributions 51.63

TOTAL RECEIPTS YEAR 2011 $1,572.36

EXPENDITURES

Head-Line

  Printing 1,054.98

  Postage 463.97

Other 111.42

TOTAL EXPENDITURES YEAR 
2011

$1,630.37



Mid-Michigan Mensa
Calendar Year 2011 Summary Continued

 Assets at Beginning of Year   $3,829.06
 
 Assets at End of Year      3,771.05

 Decrease in Value of Assets for Calendar
 Year 2011          $58.01

          

Brain Study . . .
F1gur471v3ly 5p34k1ng?

Good example of a Brain Study: If you can read this you have a 
strong mind:

7H15 M3554G3
53RV35 7O PR0V3

H0W 0UR M1ND5 C4N
D0 4M4Z1NG 7H1NG5!
1MPR3551V3 7H1NG5!
1N 7H3 B3G1NN1NG
17 WA5 H4RD BU7
N0W, 0N 7H15 LIN3

Y0UR M1ND 1S
R34D1NG 17

4U70M471C4LLY
W17H 0U7 3V3N

7H1NK1NG 4B0U7 17,
B3 PROUD! 0NLY

C3R741N P30PL3 C4N
R3AD 7H15.

PL3453 F0RW4RD 1F
U C4N R34D 7H15.
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Nano & G.R.I.N. – 21st Century 
Technology

Frank Dolinar is teaching a short course, “Nano & GRIN: 21st Century 
Tech” for the MSU Evening College (http://alumni.msu.edu/
eveningCollege/), beginning Tuesday, March 13, 2012.  See the course 
description below.
  

Nanotechnology – precision engineering at the molecular scale – has 
been described as the industrial revolution of the 21st century.  
Mimicking biological systems, such as DNA, researchers are engineering 
new systems with specific characteristics and functions:
•     stronger, lighter, self-assembling materials
•     more effective energy generation, distribution, and storage
•     smaller, faster, and easier to use computers
•     targeted, flexible, and effective medical diagnostics and therapies

Today, a broader concept – G.R.I.N.  (Genetics, Robotics, Information 
Tech, & Nanotech) – is making its way into our perceptions.   G.R.I.N. 
appears as a dense conceptual  network, with each new advance 
spawning further possibilities.
 
This course will  examine these topics, look at the benefits they’ll  bring to 
our lives, discuss how they might interact, and consider whether G.R.I.N. 
is a better descriptor for 21st Century Tech.   
  

Further details of the time, place, and cost for this course are available 
on-line at http://alumni.msu.edu/eveningCollege/course.cfm?id=539
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Stuff You Didn’t Know You Didn’t Know!
Internet

Men can read smaller print than women can; women can hear better.

Coca-Cola was originally green.

It is impossible to lick hour elbow.

The state with the highest percentage of people who walk to work:  
Alaska.

The percentage of Africa that is wilderness: 28%.

The percentage of North America that is wilderness:  38%.

The cost of raising a medium-size dog to the age of eleven:  $16,400.

The average number of people airborne over the U.S. in any given hour:  
61,000.

Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair.

The first novel ever written on a typewriter, Tom Sawyer.

The San Francisco Cable cars are the only mobile National Monuments.

Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king from history:
 Spades -- King David   Hearts -- Charlemagne
 Clubs -- Alexander, the Great  Diamonds -- Julius Caesar

If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in the 
air, the person died in battle.  If the horse has one front leg in the air, the 
person died because of wounds received in battle. If the horse has all 
four legs on the ground, the person died of natural causes.

Only two people signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, John 
Hancock and Charles Thomson. Most of the rest signed on August 2, but 
the last signature wasn’t added until 5 years later.

Half of all Americans live within 50 miles of their birthplace.

What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers and laser 
printers have in common?  They were all invented by women.
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February 2012 Calendar
Fri. Feb. 3 TGIF: LA SENORITA RESTAURANT: 2706 Lake 
  Lansing Rd., Lansing. It’s just west of US-127. Turn left 
  at the light.

Fri., Feb. 10 TGIF: BANGKOK RESTAURANT: 420 E. Saginaw St. 
  Good Thai food.  We will have a private room.

  STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING: To follow dinner.
Fri. Feb. 17 TGIF: GRAND TRAVERSE PIE COMPANY: 1403 E. 
  Grand River Ave., East Lansing.  It’s in the Brookfield 
  Plaza at the corner of Hagadorn Rd. and Grand River 
  Ave. We will be in the Orchard Room.
  SPEAKER: Carol Weaver will speak on “introduction to 
  the Digital  Age of Photography”. Join us around 6:45 
  PM if you don’t wish to eat dinner with us.

Fri. Feb. 24 TGIF: BRAVO CUCINA ITALINA: 2970 Towne Center 
  Blvd. It’s in Eastwood Towne Center, Lansing.
  OLIVE OIL TASTING: Following dinner at Bravo, we will  
  walk across the courtyard to the GREAT LAKES OLIVE 
  OIL CO. and sample some of the varieties of olive oil at 
  this gourmet olive oil and basalmic  vinegar tasting bar 
  and retail boutique.

Fri., Mar. 2 TGIF: HOULIHANS: 5732 W. Saginaw St., Lansing.  It’s 
  in the Lansing Mall.

Sun., Mar. 4 LIT SIG: Meet at 1:30 PM at Mary and Dave Winter’s 
  home; 360 Centerlawn, East Lansing, to discuss Tinker 
  by Paul Harding.  Enjoy snacks and conversation.

Fri., Mar. 9 TGIF: ALDACO’S: 6527 S. Cedar St., Lansing.  It’s near 
  the intersection of S. Pennsylvania Ave. and Cedar St. 
  Good Mexican food.
  STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING: To follow dinner.
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TGIFs are on Fridays.  We meet at 6:00 PM, but you’re welcome at any  time.  
Come and get acquainted.  All members and friends are welcome at the events 
above.   Any  member may  schedule an event.  Please remember:  who, what, 
when,  where, and why.  The deadline to schedule an event is the 15th of  the 
month before the event.   You can contact Elizabeth Evangelista, Calendar 
Coord., by  regular mail:   5275 E. Hidden Lake Dr., East Lansing,  MI 48823; by 
phone: 517-351-3645; or by email:evangel6@comcast.net.
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