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WENDY’S WORLD
Wendy Carnegie,  

Can you believe it?  It’s now July and that 
means that 2011 is half over.  Where does 
it go?  I’m continually surprised how fast 
time flies.

My apologies to Marvin Fouty.  He 
celebrated his 37 year of Mensa membership last month.  I inadvertently 
listed him as Frances Fouty.  Why I did that I do not know.  I know he is 
Marvin.  Again, my apologies Marvin.

August is the month for our Annual  Party--a celebration of Mid-Michigan 
Mensa’s  anniversary.  Gail and Al  Wolfe have again graciously offered to 
host the party at their home. The date is tentatively set for the first 
weekend of August.  As soon as it is finalized, it will be posted on the 
web site calendar.  The date will also be in the August Head-Line. Meat 
will  be provided (usually hamburgs, hotdogs, and chicken).  Bring a dish 
to pass, your bathing suit and towel, and come for some fun and 
relaxation with your Mensa family.

I’m planning on spending a week in the Upper Peninsula at the end of 
July.  I haven’t been there in years and am looking forward to it.  I 
especially want to  visit Tahquamenon Falls.  I’ve never been there.  I’m 
going with a friend.  We will  go west from St. Ignace.  We hope to visit 
Escanaba, Manistique, Fayette, Ironwood, Copper Harbor, Porcupine 
Mountains, Houghton/Hancock, Pictured Rocks, Tahquamenon Falls, 
and if time permits, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario for a ride on the Agawa 
Canyon Train Tour.

August will  find me in Stratford, Ontario for a weekend of plays, 
shopping, and sight-seeing.  We will see 3 plays:  The Misanthrope, The 
Homecoming, and Twelfth Night.  Brian Bedford, one of my favorite 
actors, is starring in The Misanthrope and Brian Dennehy stars in the 
other two.  It should be a great weekend.  

I have no big plans for the Fourth, just to relax and enjoy the fireworks.  
May your celebrations be full of fun.

Until next month...
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Frankly Speaking
by Frank Dolinar, LocSec

July brings the annual  Mensa pilgrimage to the AG, 
being held this year in Portland, Oregon.  It will be the 
first AG held in the Pacific  Northwest.  If you are able to 

attend, have a great trip and a great time.

July also brings, in the United States, our most important national 
holiday.  We call  it the Fourth of July, which it is, but that’s just a 
reference to the date.  For most of us, it’s a day off work, an opportunity 
to get together with family and friends, often for a mid-Summer picnic 
and similar pursuits.

More correctly it is Independence Day, a commemoration of a singular 
moment in history.

Two hundred and thirty-five years ago the Founding Fathers risked 
everything they were and everything they had to sever the relationship 
between the American colonies and the British.  On July 4th 1776 the 
Continental Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, formally adopted the 
Declaration of Independence.

It was unlike any previous event in world history.  More than two 
centuries later, it continues to be a force in the world’s changing political 
landscape.  It’s not a very long document and is very much worth 
reading.  Yet, too many in this country have never read it – in many 
cases because they find history boring or irrelevant.  It is neither.

There is a single line in the middle of the second paragraph that is the 
core of the motivation and intent of the Founding Fathers.  It reads, “But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for their future security.“

Think about where our country began and the courage it took for those 
highly educated men to risk all  on an idea.  Think about where our 
country has been, where it is today, and where it may be going.  Decide 
whether the trends you perceive are worthy of this country.  Participate in 
the process.

It’s your government.
It is your right, it is your duty, to be part of it.

Copyright © 2011 Mid-Michigan Mensa
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reMARK, June, 2011
Betsy Yvonne Mark, RVC3

With much gratitude I begin my second term as Regional Vice Chair for 
the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley Region of American Mensa. I am 
honored to continue representing Region 3 on Mensa’s Board of 
Directors. I look forward to the next 2 years. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who has served as a local officer, 
proctored a test, edited a newsletter, contributed to a newsletter, served 
on any Mensa committee, attended any Mensa function, read any Mensa 
publication, or done anything else that has supported Mensa. You have 
made my experience as a Mensan and your RVC wonderful  and I thank 
you for your efforts. Please consider enhancing your Mensa experience 
by getting involved. In fact, you could be Region 3’s next RVC. As much 
as I truly love what I have done and am doing, I will  not be running for a 
3rd term. Do consider serving Mensa in this most awesome way!

I had a great time visiting with Vandalia Mensans in Charleston, West 
Virginia, at the end of May. I was sorry that those who live in the 
Morgantown area were not able to join me for lunch. Next year!

As you read this column I hope you are at the Annual  Gathering in 
Portland, Oregon, where I am. I know I’m having an awesome time!

I am hoping to attend the RGs listed below (okay, so the December AMC 
meeting conflicts with the Cincinnati RG and that makes me not happy, 
but you go and enjoy!) and to visit those Region 3 local  groups who do 
not have RGs during the coming months. With early deadlines for 
newsletters, I may not be able to announce my presence in advance, but 
I will do so by posting to the Yahoo and Facebook sites listed after my 
salutation. Sometimes I even make an unexpected appearance at a 
group’s activity.

Register now for the following Region 3 events:

*July 29, 2011 - July 31, 2011 - Columbus Regional Gathering; The Write 
Stuff in Columbus, Ohio. Enjoy the pool, games, speakers and family 
track. Guests: NYT best-selling authors William H. Keith and Kenneth 
Sewell. All meals included with registration; complimentary hot breakfast 
with room reservation. Ramada East Airport Hotel, 4801 E. Broad St., 
C o l u m b u s , O H 4 3 2 1 3 ; 6 1 4 / 8 6 1 - 0 3 2 1 . C o n t a c t J u l i a a t 
psibernaut@yahoo.com

Continued on Page 4
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reMark--Continued
*September 2, 2011 - September 5, 2011 - Western PA Regional 
Gathering; The Birds and the Bees in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Programs, Tournaments, Games, Food, Friends and Fun - pool and hot 
tub. Two catered meals included in registration. Radisson Hotel, 
Pittsburgh (Greentree), 412 922 8400 or 800 333 3333 ask for Western 
PA Mensa rate. Contact: Marty Flowers, auntkitti@aol.com WPAM 
website http://wpam.us.mensa.org

*December 2, 2011 - December 4, 2011 - Cincinnati Regional Gathering; 
Just for Your CAMusement! in Cincinnati, Ohio

I am looking forward to seeing you soon.

LLAP and Peace,

Betsy

Betsy Yvonne Mark
rvc3@us.mensa.org
3674 Oak Drive - Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-434-5757 (Home) or 313-530-2055 (Mobile)
Region 3 Website - http://www.region3.us.mensa.org/
Yahoo group - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AMR3/
Facebook g roup - h t t p : / /www. facebook . com/g roup .php?
gid=71515809887

“Women and cats will do as they please, 
men and dogs should relax and get used 

to the idea”
Robert Heinlein
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Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
Wendy Carnegie, Scribe

May 13, 2011

PRESENT:  Frank Dolinar, Eileen Hatt, Wendy Carnegie, Deborah Frank, 
and John Garrison.

ABSENT:  Elizabeth Evangelista.

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM by Loc Sec, Frank Dolinar.

The minutes of the May 13, 2011, meeting were accepted with the 
following corrections.  Doug McCall  informed Loc Sec, Frank Dolinar, 
that he did not consent to being a member of the Steering Committee.  It 
was a misunderstanding by Wendy Carnegie, the Scribe.  The second 
correction is that it was the Lansing Masonic Lodge that offered to have 
us join them on the concession stand offer at Cooly Law School Stadium, 
not the Mason Masonic Lodge.

Wendy announced a Games Night on Friday, June 24, 2011, to follow 
dinner at the Brookshire Inn.  She also said she will  host another one on 
Friday, July 22, 2011, after dinner.  Both will  be at her home.  If anyone 
has a particular game they would like to play, bring it along and come on 
over.  Wendy has some of the new games from Mind Quest 2011.

Frank and Deborah are in the process of setting a date to work on 
arranging a time for being wait staff at a Texas Hold’m game.  They will 
also discuss the final details for going on facebook.

Frank still needs to contact the Cooley Law School Stadium regarding 
running a concession stand as a money making project.

There was some discussion about the budget.  Frank will talk with Roy 
Saper, Treasurer, to set up a time for the Steering Committee and Roy to 
get together and go over the budget.

Gail  Wolfe has again graciously offered the use of her home for our 
Annual Party in August.  Wendy will  get in touch with Gail  about a date, 
as a member has a request for a certain weekend.

Frank and Deborah will get together with Joanne Sullivan regarding  
Scholarship and facebook.

Continued on Page 6
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Steering Meeting Minutes--Continued
Eileen said she will be setting up a Saturday and a Weeknight in July for 
a Mensa Testing.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn at 7:40 PM.

THINK ABOUT THESE
BY John Garrison

 
Now and then I write down interesting things that I hear. Let me share 
some of them with my fellow 2%ers.
 
When you open your mind to the impossible, sometimes you find the 
truth.
 
Some Pandora’s boxes are better left unopened.
 
There is no problem that is too great that an answer cannot be found.
 
Sit back and relax. Take a deep breath and imagine the impossible. Then 
prove that it is possible.
 
Will Rogers never met my children.
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Mid-Michigan Mensa Membership
Wendy Carnegie

July  2011

138 Members

MENSAversaries
Congratulations  

 27 Years  John Hunt  24 Years  Dawn Ramsay
 21 Years  Eleanor Keating 21 Years  Matthew Larsen
 19 Years  Ted Levy  14 Years  Marie Bennett
 10 Years  Lyle Burpee           4 Years  Michael Bohde 
  

MENSA Birthdays
Happy Birthday

   7  Barbara Cliffe-Miller    8  Kristin Shuler
   8  Carole Barnett-Stopper 10  Christopher Grove
 12  Gary Gordon  17  David Salsbury
 21  Keven Anstett

Renewing/Reinstating Members
Welcome Back--We’re glad you’re back

Daniel Thompson--Bath

Members Moving In
Welcome

Saif Fatteh--To Okemos from Houston, TX
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Food For Thought
By Barb Ford

In our day-to-day lives, we have so much to do and think about just to 
survive.  Distractions are at an all  time high.  What with commercial 
messages coming at us wherever we look, traffic, electronic 
communication devices, pollution, finances, work demands, and taking 
care of our families and our homes, we are all  pretty much overloaded.  
Don’t even get me started on our poor diets or contaminated food 
supply…that is fodder for another day. How did we get here?  Don’t get 
me wrong…I just love some of these things, and would rather not live 
without them. It’s just that in the name of progress, we have lost sight of 
many simple little things that are so amazing about our world.  

In the last few years, I have made regular attempts to step off the grid 
and notice the interesting things around me.  It took a concerted effort at 
first, but now it is second nature to me.  I think I am healthier mentally, 
emotionally, and spiritually for it; and it gives me time to acknowledge 
how grateful I am to be here and to be me.  Whether you think I am crazy 
or not…I challenge you to take a moment to notice and think about little 
things around you.  It just may change your life.                
Here are some of the things I have recently pondered:

The play of afternoon sunlight on grass as it makes its way through            
tree leaves.

The sound of croaking frogs on the first warm nights of Springtime.

Twinkling patterns of fireflies as they dance among the trees at night.

Insects drawn to the yard light and the swooping bats that feed on         
them.

The sounds of the hens as they lay their precious eggs.

The proud crow of a rooster as he watches over his flock.

A purring cat….how does it do that?   Watching a dog dream.

To gaze at a rock and know that it was created eons ago.

Observing the amazing instinctive behavior of animals; wild and      
domestic.

The peacefulness of a sleeping child. 

How a kind word can make a dog’s tail wag.

The wonder of it all!
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TC’s Puzzles
TC Shaw

#161
Like Leroy Brown he met someone
Who was handy with a razor
His wife didn’t marry for his looks
So his nickname didn’t faze her

#162
Dogs wearing togs
A pig with a wig
Is a slightly different spin
A goat with a coat
A gnu with a shoe
Shows what it might have been

#163
His words of wisdom never die
They’re meant to show the way
For those who are uncertain
At least that’s what he say

#164
She walked the aisle and wore the crown
In bathing suit and sequined gown
Before she gained world-wide renown 
An unknown fiend would cut her down

#165
His anticipated debut
Riled up the frantic throng
They swooned and cried
And gave their hearts
But something there was wrong
The camera men were cautioned
To keep it in good taste
Just show his face and body
But not below the waist
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 #161  Al Capone  #162  Dr. Seuss
 #163  Confucius  #164  Jon Benmet Ramsey

#165  Elvis Presley



QUOTATION TRIVIA
Chiam Greenburg

I will list the quote and you guess who said it.

1. “I want to be alone.”

2. “One of these days, Alice, POW, right in the kisser.”

3. “You bet chum, Red Rider.”

4. “I never met a man I didn’t like.”

5. “Beulah, peel me a grape.”

6. “Come up and see me sometime”.

7. “Laugh and the world laughs with you, weep and you weep alone.”

8. “What we have here is a failure to communicate.”

9. “Any man who hates dogs and children can’t be all bad.”
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Quotation Trivia Answers
1. Greta Garbo   
2.Jacked Gleason  (AKA Ralph Cramden)
3.Little Beaver played by Robert Blake
4.Will Rogers
5.Mae West
6.Mae West again--in Diamond Lil
7.Ella Wheeler Wilcox
8.Cool Hand Luke  (Movie)
9.W. C. Fields



THIS IS THE ONLY TIME WE WILL SEE THIS EVENT

Calendar for July 2011  (United States)
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Money Bags

In 2011 we’re going to experience four unusual dates.

1-11-11,  1-11-11,  11-1-11,  and 11-11-11.  And that’s not all...

Take the last two digits of the year in which you were born - -now add the 
age you will be this year (2011),

The results will be 111 for everyone in the whole world.  This is the year 
of the Monkey.

This year July and October will have 5 Fridays, 5 Saturdays, and 5 
Sundays.  

This happens once every 823 years.  These particular years are known 
as “Money Bags.”  

The proverb goes that if you send this to eight good friends money will 
appear in the next four days as it is explained in Chinese FENGSHUI.

Those who don’t continue the chain won’t receive...
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Diabologic: Foolishness
by Frank Dolinar

If you read, think about what you read, and discuss ideas, you will 
eventually find yourself in discussions with people who read different 
things or think differently than you do.  Some will think you are foolish.

Take this personally, take it to heart, and realize that you are in fine 
company.  If the only people you have discussions with always agree 
with you, you can’t learn something new from them.  Worse, there’s 
really no need for the discussions.

A friend once explained that the substance of an introductory course in 
information theory boils down to a simple idea: “You can tell how much 
information you receive in a message by how surprised you are.”

If you’re never surprised, you’re not learning.  If you’re not learning, what 
are you doing with your life?

Here are a few examples of foolishness.  I'm not sure where I found 
these or how long I've had them, but I do believe they are worth sharing. 
I present them for your edification and amusement.

• Teaching a course as if you expected all  the students to do well  and 
then doing everything you can to make sure they do well.

• Perceiving that a knowledge of art and history help us understand 
new developments in technology -- as well  as in culture and politics.  
Rome, Athens, Alexandria, and Carthage (as well  as Altimira and 
Lascaux) still have a lot to teach us.

• Believing that common courtesy is important -- and not so very 
common.

• Not being limited to your first impression of the person, place, or 
situation. Things aren't always what they initially seem and the 
landscape morphs as we watch.

• Realizing that anyone can learn new tricks.

• Dreaming of the day when molecule sized machines help correct 
some of our most difficult problems, from cancer to pollution -- 
problems that remain intractable at the human scale.

Continued on Page 13
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Diabologic--Continued
• Finding out that Zen has a lot more to offer the art of motorcycle 

maintenance than first imagined.

• It's all folk music.

• Bullwinkle is a lot smarter than he looks.

• Learning enough American History from Stan Freberg to:
• understand that the Founding Fathers were people who made 

difficult decisions;
• discover that there is humor in even the most dramatic  situation; 

and
• ace the final.

Finally, just because technology is ubiquitous in the fabric of our culture 
and we can do things that prior generations would have considered 
magic, doesn’t mean that we are smarter than our ancestors.

  

© 2011 by Frank Dolinar                                                                   All Rights Reserved
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Please join us for the annual August eat-out in 
Brighton/Howell 

 
(Zhu) New Century Buffet
4108 E. Grand River Avenue,
Howell, MI  48843
517.548.6888

Wednesday August 24 at 6:30 pm 

The New Century Buffet has a great variety of food, including traditional 
Chinese, made-to-order sushi, a poached salmon and sirloin of beef, 
with ice cream, fruit, cookies and cobbler or strudel for dessert.  Even the 
vegetarians who attended last year were well satisfied with the food. 

We have our own room reserved at the back of the restaurant, and we 
can stay and talk as long as we want. Adult dinner is under $10 and we 
will  even have some discount coupons.  Being able to go up to the buffet 
anytime you arrive is perfect for such a large group who are coming and 
going at different times.

Last year we had over fifty Ms from Toledo to Saginaw and Roseville to 
Portage in attendance.  We hope to see you this year!

Directions:
All directions:  The New Century Buffet is in the center of the strip mall  on 
the S.E. Corner of Grand River Avenue and Latson Road, on the far east 
side of Howell. 

From Ann Arbor area and south:  Take US-23 to I-96 west. Take the Lake 
Chemung exit (#141).  Turn left and go about one mile, the Buffet is on 
the left in the middle of the strip mall.

From Detroit area:  Take I-96 west and then follow the directions above.

From the Flint area:  Take US-23 south and exit at M-59 (exit #67).  Go 
west to Latson Road.  Turn left (south) on Latson and then left again on 
Grand River, and the Buffet is immediately on the right.

From Lansing area:  Take I-96 east to the M-59 exit (#133) just before
Howell.  Exit and turn right at Grand River Avenue.  Go through Howell 
until you pass Latson Road (just past Meijers and Wal-Mart).  The Buffet 
is on your right.

More information?  Call  Jean or Ed Becker at 810.229.2113, or Bob 
Strauch (734-973-6522, 734-604-3791c; bstra2012@aol.com) or James 
Draper (810.744.1242).
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TRUTHS FOR MATURE PEOPLE

1. I think part of a best friend's job should be to immediately clear your 
computer history if you die.

2. Nothing sucks more than that moment during an argument when you 
realize you're wrong.

3. I totally take back all  those times I didn't want to nap when I was 
younger.

4. There is great need for a sarcasm font.

5. How the heck are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet?

6. Was learning cursive really necessary?

7. Map Quest really needs to start their directions on # 5. I'm pretty sure I 
know how to get out of my neighborhood.

8. Obituaries would be a lot more interesting if they told you how the 
person died.

9. I can't remember the last time I wasn't at least kind of tired.

10. Bad decisions make good stories.

11. You never know when it will  strike, but there comes a moment at work 
when you know that you just aren't going to do anything productive for 
the rest of the day.

12. Can we all  just agree to ignore whatever comes after Blue Ray? I 
don't want to have to restart my collection...again.

13. I'm always slightly terrified when I exit out of Word and it asks me if I 
want to save any changes to my ten-page technical report that I swear I 
did not make any changes to.
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The Washington Post’s Mensa Invitational
HEAD-LINE                          JULY  2011                                                                              

The  Washington  Post has also published the winning submissions to its 
yearly contest, in which readers are asked to supply alternate meanings 
for common words.

And the winners are:

1. Coffee, n.. The person upon whom one coughs.

2. Flabbergasted, adj. Appalled by discovering how much weight one has 
gained.

3.. Abdicate, v. To give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach.

4 esplanade, v. To attempt an explanation while drunk.

5. Willy-nilly, adj. Impotent.

6.. Negligent, adj. Absentmindedly answering the door when wearing 
only a nightgown.

7. Lymph, v.. To walk with a lisp.

8. Gargoyle, n. Olive-flavored mouthwash.

9. Flatulence, n. Emergency vehicle that picks up someone who has  
been run over by a steamroller.

10. Balderdash, n. A rapidly receding hairline.

11. Testicle, n. A humorous question on an exam.

12. Rectitude, n. The formal, dignified bearing adopted by proctologists.

13. Pokemon, n. A Rastafarian proctologist.

14. Oyster, n. A person who sprinkles his conversation with Yiddishisms.

15. Frisbeetarianism, n. The belief that, after death, the soul flies up onto 
the roof and gets stuck there.

16. Circumvent, n. An opening in the front of boxer shorts worn by 
Jewish men



JULY 2011 Calendar
Fri., July   1 TGIF: CHAPBOOK CAFE AT SCHULERS BOOKS        
  AND MUSIC:  2820 Towne Centre Blvd, Lansing.  It’s in the 
  Eastwood Towne Centre. We’ll sit on the patio, weather 
  permitting.
Fri., July 8  TGIF:  DELHI CAFE:  4625 Willoughby Rd., Holt
Fri., July 8      STEERING COMMITTEE:  Following dinner.
Sun.,  July  10   LITSIG:  Meet at 2:00 PM at the home of  Joanne Sullivan, 
  802 Searles Estates,  St.  John's.  Discussion of  Beloved 
  by Toni Morrison.  Snacks and conversation.  
Fri., July  15  TGIF: GUERRAZZI'S:  15643 S.  US 27, Lansing.  Good 
  Italian food.
Fri., July  15  SPEAKER:  Dr. Steven Pueppke will speak on  "The  
  B ioeconomy-What I t Is and What I t Can Do for 
  Michigan". Dr. Pueppke is the Director of  the Michigan 
  Agricultural Experiment Station at MSU.  His talk will 
  begin at about 7 PM, after dinner at  Guerazzi's.  It is not 
  necessary to attend dinner to come hear the speaker.
Fri., July  22 TGIF: P.F. CHANG’S CHINA BISTRO:  2425 Lake 
  Lansing Rd., Lansing.  It’s in th Eastwood Towne Centre.  
  We will  be seated in the main dining room.
Fri., July  22 G A M E S N I G H T: C o m e t o W e n d y  C a r n e g i e ’ s  
  following dinner for a night of  fun playing games.   1715 S. 
  Crystal Cove, Haslett, MI. Call for further information 
  o r w i th ques t i ons : 517 -339 -1448 . See Wendy ”s 
  World for more information.
Fri., July  29 TGIF:  T & D CONEY GRILL:  1731 W. Grand River 
  Ave., East Lansing. It ’s near the corner of  Dobie 
  Rd.
Fri., Aug.  5 TGIF: DELUCA’S:  2006 Willow St., Lansing.  Good 
  Italian food.  It’s between Martin Luther King Blvd. and 
  Waverly Rd.
Fri., Aug.  12 TGIF: BENNIGAN’S:  718 Delta Commerce Dr. , 
  Lansing.   The restaurant faces Saginaw St., a little east 
  of I-96, but the parking lot is off Delta Commerce Dr.
Fri., Aug. 12 STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING:  To follow dinner.
Wed., Aug. 24 MEET-IN-THE-MIDDLE GATHERING:  ZHU NEW CENTURY 
  BUFFET:  4108 E. Grand River Ave., Howell.  Wh have 
  our own room at the back.  See page 14 for details.
Aug.  ANNUAL PARTY:  At the home of  Gail and Al Wolfe:  2298 
  Bennett Rd., Okemos.

HEAD-LINE                                                                              JULY  2011

TGIFs are on Fridays.  We meet at 6:00 PM and order around 6:15 PM., but 
you’re welcome at any  time.  Come and get acquainted.  All members and 
friends are welcome at the events above.  Any  member may  schedule an event.  
Please remember:  who, what, when, where, and why.  The deadline to schedule 
an event is the 15th of  the month before the event.  You can contact Elizabeth 
Evangelista,  Calendar Coord.,  by  regular mail:   5275 E.  Hidden Lake Dr., East 
L a n s i n g , M I 4 8 8 2 3 ;  b y  p h o n e : 5 1 7 - 3 5 1 - 3 6 4 5 ; o r b y  e m a i l : 
evangel6@comcast.net
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